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1. ' The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not
included in this action éan be found in a prior Office action.

2. The Examiner notes that in independent claim 1
applicants describe their primer fifst ingredient as a "maleated
thermoplastic elastomer" whereas in the article claim 12 they
characterize it as a "maleated rubber". Although the scope of
the two terms is believed to be substantially identical, it is
suggested that applicants amend the claims so as to adapt a
consistent terminology throughout the claims.

3. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as
being unpatentable over Babu et al. taken in view of Hansen et
al., substantially for reasons of record, particularly as set
forth in paragraph No. 3 of the last Office action, Paper No.
051804, together with the following additional observations. To
reiterate, Babu et al. discloses a genus of primers suitable for
improving the adhesion of a pressure sensitive adhesive to a
substrate such as a pdlymer film backing, the primer comprising a
triblock copolymer of styrene-ethylene/butylene-styrene grafted
with maleic anhydride mixed with an amorphous polypropylene. The
reference lacks a teaching of the presence of a suitable "resin"
such as a dehydrogenated hydrocarbon resin, but the secondary
reference Hansen et al. discloses that end block compatible

resins such as an aromatic resin are suitable for use in a
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closely related primer composition having a functionalized
elastomeric block copolymer as one of its components.
Accordingly, one of ordinary skill, motivated by an expectation
of improved elevated temperature bonding properties in primer
compositions having a higher overall glass transition temperature
would incorporate the resin of Hansen et al. into the primer
compositions of Babu et al. and thereby clearly render obvious
the claimed genus of primer compositions and accompanying
articles. Applicants note (Response, page 7, second complete
paragraph) that Hansen et al is explicitly directed towards
resins that are compatible with the resinous (i.e.,
non-elastomeric) end block portion. Accordingly, applicants
argue that Hansen et al teaches away from resins compatible with
the elastomeric portions of a thermoplastic elastomer. However,
the Examiner would like to modify an earlier statement, namely
that he now believes that if an elastomer end block portion has.
its glass transition temperature raised, then the entire polymer
would-have its glass transition raised. As such, he must
respectfully disagree with applicants who fail to recognize that
raising the glass transition temperature of the end block
portions would clearly have the effect of raising the glass
transition temperature of the overall block copolymer, and

thereby clearly render the claimed invention obvious, in the
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absencé of unexpected results not heretofore set forth on the
record. In summary, the Examiner strongly disagrees with
applicants' position (Response, page 7, third complete paragraph)
that Hansen et al. teaches away from the desired claimed resins
to be added to the composition of Babu et al.

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicants are reminded of
the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 C.F.R.
§ 1.136(a). The practice of automatically extending the
shortened statutory period an additional month upon the filing of
a timely first response to a final rejection has been
discontinued by the Office. See 1021 TMOG 35.

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS FINAL

ACTION IS SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS
ACTION. 1IN THE EVENT A FIRST RESPONSE IS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS
OF THE MAILING DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION AND THE ADVISORY ACTION
IS NOT MAILED UNTIL AFTER THE END OF THE THREE-MONTH SHORTENED
STATUTORY PERIOD, THEN THE SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD WILIL EXPIRE
ON THE DATE THE ADVISORY ACTION IS MAILED, AND ANY EXTENSION FEE
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § i.136(a) WILL BE CALCULATED FROM THE
MATILING DATE OF THE ADVISORY ACTION. 1IN NO EVENT WILL THE
STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE EXPIRE LATER THAN SIX MONTHS FROM
THE DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION.

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier
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communications from the examiner should be directed to Daniel
Zirker whose telephone number is (571) 272-1486. The examiner
can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30 A.M. to 6:00
P.M. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be
reached on (571) 272-1478. The fax phone number for this Group
is (703) 872-9306.

Information regarding the status of an application may be
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR)
system. Status information for published applications may be
obtained from either private PAIR or public PAIR. Status
information for unpublished applications is available through
private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system,
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on
access to the private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free).

DANIEL ZIRKER

Dzirker:cdc - PRIMARY EXAMINER
GROUP 1360
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